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give us something to eat;’’ that after that they went
hunting cheerfully and with good luck; he could not
tell me anything more. They have an incoherent and
general idea of the immortality of the soul and of
future reward and punishment: but farther than this
they do not seek nor care for the causes of these things,
occupied and engrossed always either [g7] in the ma-
terial things of life, or in their own ways and customs.
Now these are briefly the principal features of what I
have been able to learn about these nations and their
life.

But now if we come to sum up the whole and com-
pare their good and ill with ours, I do not know but
that they, in truth, have some reason to prefer (as they
do) their own kind of happiness to ours, at least if
we speak of the temporal happiness, which the rich
and worldly seek in this life. For, if indeed they
have not all those pleasures which the children of
this age are seeking after, they are free from the
evils which follow them, and have the contentment
which does not accompany them. It is true, never-
theless, that they are purely and absolutely wretched,
as much because they have no part in the natural
happiness which is in the contemplation [98] of God,
and in the knowledge of sublime things and in the
perfection of the nobler parts of the soul, but chiefly
because they are outside the grace of our Lord JESUS
Curist, and the way of Eternal salvation.



